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Ow dreadful and amazing the fatal 
Conſequences of Malice and Revenge 
have proved to thoſe that have un- 


. luckily harboured them in their Boſoms, no 


e has been ignorant of ; nor has ſad and 
fearful Examples been wanting, as Witneſſes 


| of Gad's Wrath and Indignation againſt da- 
' ring Sinners, by ſuffering them ta fall in the 


Snares they haye laid for others ; for .to-what 


. prodigious Slagders, Abuſes, Rapes, Murters, 


and all manner of ſach like Evils bave nnruly 
 Pafſion carried ſome Men and Women, for 
which,in ime,themſelves haveſaffered Shame. 
Puniſhment and untimely Death [ But among 


we are about to relate, may even ſKartle 
the Reader, to think that ſuch a Temptation 
ſhould take place. | 


In a ſmall Town near Per:/month, there li- | 


'ved a wealthy Gentleman, having got an Eſtate 


by his Labour and Induſtry ; but amongſt x | 


Fortunes had the' Misfortune, as many indul- 
gent Parents have met withal,to have an Un- 
dutiful and Extravant Son , and though he 


. was tgncer over him, yet in the end, his rei- 
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(3) Gf 
terated Afﬀronts, A buſes, and Debancheries} 
hegan to leſſon the Father's AﬀeStion,and cau- 
ſed him to hold his Hand from ſupplying him 
with. Mony as formerly : This incenſed the 
Son, and made him fly out into onatural 


Expreſſions againſt his Father, and reſolving 


upon Revenge, ſtudied many ways, but thro" 
his Father's Caution, and the Hand of Divine 
Providence, they took no Effet : Then he ap- 
plied himſelf to his Mother, who in Hopes of 
his reclaiming and returning to the Rules of 
Duty and Obedience, her Fondneſs conſtrain'd 
her to ſupply him (unknown to his Father) 
with Mony and Credit ; but finding this ra- 
ther proved as Fuel to continue and increaſe 
the rhe of his Luſts and Exceſs, ſhe grew 
weary of taking any further Care to ſufply 
him with Mony : but however, ſpared not to 
give good Admoniſhment, and with Tears to ' 
intreat him totake up, and not to be a Scandal 
and Grief to her and his Father. 

This proved but Oyl thrown into the Flame 
and made him break ont into Curſes and Exe- 
crations, yet ſhe gave not ſo over, but ſet 
many of her Neighbours and Relations to ſee 
'f they could perſwade him to a better Tem- 
Xr; but their Sollicitations proved as ſuc- 
ceſleſs, and he was given over as a loſt young 
Reprobate, which too fatally proved true, as 
1 the Sequel will appear ; for altho* he was 
0 obſtinate, yet when Neceſlity pigched him, 


WR. x, ; 
he-was conſtrained to come to his Fathegs 
Houſe, where free Entertainment for Diet and 
Lodging was not denicd him : when on-ftDay 
being at Dinner, he asked his Father: to-let 
him have ten Pounds to pay-off a Debt, for 


which he fear'd to be arreſted : But he.refuſing, .' 
he ſtarted up; and went away in a great Huff, | 
vowing, to be revenge for that Denial, at the 
Hazar:! of Body and Soul. This:made the | 


aged People weep, and condole their Mis- 


fortunes, and wifi that all People would be 


warned,and not appezr too fond and indulgent 
ot their Children in'theio Minority, but keep 
A ſtrict Hand oyer them, "to prevent their Ru- 
ue when they grow in Years. bYDLT +575) 
This Graceleſs Son, upon his Departure, 
went to. a Quiick-pretender to Aſtro 2zy, to 
bave his- tatier's Nat:vity caſt, thereby to 
know how 4ong he Could live; who told him 
a very. plaucible Story, after he had erected 
fiis Crincle-crangle: but to as mech Purpoſe, 
Gt bz Iu £451 GOL 217 4 
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tor his [:@4:{1, which pat ta: 50n wnto a great 


Fret ; aud that being over, he tell into a deep 


Melagchuliy, which; laſted many Days 3 10 


witith time, he owned the Devil tempted him 
to-kill, tis Father and Mother ; and tho? he 


ſtarted at firſt at ſo bloody and barbarous a 
Suggeſtion, yet ke had it ſeveral times after 10 


lis Thoughts, aud laid ome Projects to ea 
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ſtate 0:1 another; which had inch perplexed 


(5) : | 
it z and once he let-go the Cnck of a Piſtol at | 
his Father, but it mifſed Fire : And as theſe. 
Thoughts of Miſchief were in-his Head, -afid 
was beating his Brains, . he had Notice 'that he 
had difinherited him for tte laſt yiolent At> 
tempt, and ſetled his Eſtute,vpon his Daughs 
ter. the Siſter of this Extravigunt. Fhis eara» 
ged him more and more,and now nothing; but 
the bloodieſt Revenge he could cat in i2is Mind 
fitted his Temper; when one Evening in his 
Cloſet, at a Lodging, bv had taken, muſung 
on theſe Matters, agd verily couceived he was 
awake, a very fair and proper Woman, to ant- 
ward” Appeararice, entred bis Chamber,;.and 
gave a Rap or two at his Cloſet-door, »which 
he opencd, and was at firſt ſtartled: ; but then 
thinking it might be ſome Gentlewoman:that - 
lodged in the Houſe, he began to complement = 
her, and in the;end' they fell into Diſcoorſe, 
the ſuppoſed Lady earneſtly preſſing: him to 
know the Caufe of his Melarcholly ;-[ which he, 


, ont of Baſhfulneſs, for a time declined ; but 


being more eagarly: preſſed, he:told her, he 
was born t> a good Eſtate, aud/Wwas brought 
up like a G-ntleman; bur having x covetous 
niggardly Bather, he denied him a Cvmpeten- 
cy to' maintiin him ſuitable to his Education, 
and ſeveral ather Paſſages; and/thit now he 
had utterly barred-him of the Hope he had 
to live well atter his Death, in ſefling his E= 
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(6) 
his Spirits, and almoſt diſtrated him.' To 
which the Female Shape replyed with a ſmile, 


That if that was all, his loſs ſhould be repair- | 
ed, if he would follow the Advice that ſhould || 


be given ;- and that he ſhould be revenged of 


the Injury done him, upon thoſe that had | 


done it. 

This Diſcourſe could not but Amaze the un- 
happy young Man, to think what it might tend 
to, and made him inquiſitive who this new 'Ac- 
| mm Tree might be z but ſhe refuſed to re- 
olve him, forbidding him to make further cn- 
quiry ; and to ſhow it a Geſign inearneſt, clap- 
ed a Purſe of Gold into his Hand, and a 
Diamond: Ring on his Finger ; which 
ſo overjoy'd him, that in a fatal Hour, 
he rafhly declared, he would do whatever 
ſhe deſired with his Body and Soul. And 
here they ſtruck a fatal Bargain, That ſhe 
would maintain him in all manner of Splender, 
and help him to. be revenged on his Enemies 
for the ſpace of twelve Years, if after that, 
he would go with her whither ſhe would car- 
ry him. This, after ſome pauſe, he promi- 
ſed ; then ſhe ſhewed him a Cabinet full of 
Diamonds, Rubies, - Pearls, and Gold; and 
withal, bid him Write and Sign the Con- 
tra& in a few Words, and ſhe would deſire 
no Witneſs, charging him to be private in 
the Buſineſs. : 

This he did, though (as he coufefled) his 


PPD Pc ww. mn, o a. en as. co 


Hana |. 


| 7 | 
Hand and Heart trembled, and he felt an nn- 
uſual reluancy of Mind : However, the dark 
| Proje&t went on, and ſhe carried away the 
| Writing ; yet he ſaid, when he had ſlept and 
waked again, he took all as if it had paſled by 
the way of a Dream, and indeed, Satan, the 
J great Deceiver, had deluded him; for the 
Treaſure he thought he had in Poſleſſion, was 
Fantaſtical, or Imaginary ; and: he had that 
way, no doubt, been impoſed on with ſeem- 
ing Riches by him, who can at Will, turn 


t 
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of Light : This ſtartled him,and he could not 
weil-perſwade himſelf of the Trath of what 
had palled, but ſuſpefted, whether he was in 
his right Wits or not; yet going abroad the 
next Day, he found a real Purſe of Gold, and 
inita Diamond Ring, and ſome Stones of 
zreat Price; and this he concluded to be the 
acceſs of his Agreement, and diſputed not 
further the Matter at that time ; but getting 
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*ncreaſe his Store, and lived in all manner of 
Riot and Debauchery ; yet nothing could put 
his Father's laſt At out of his Mind, and he 
ſtudied daily to be revenged ; and at length 
the old Man was taken witha pining Diſeaſe of 
which he grievouſlly languiſhed, and moſt were 
f Opinion, he was Bewitched : The Mother 
as taken with an unuſual Pallie; their Cattle 
ind Poultrydied ſtrangely; and laſtly, the Fa. 
ther. 


his own dreadful Form into that of an Angel 


into a Gang of Gamefters, he continued to / 
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ther, after a long Sickneſs, gave up the 


Ghoſt, | 
The Son all this while flouriſhed to outward 


| Appearance, chiefly by Gaming, in which he 


had prodigeous Succeſs, contrary to what he 


was wont; ſo that the Devil, no doubt, help- 
ing his Servaut, People wondered how they | 


came . by it, and gave varions Cenſures: But 
tlie twelve Ycars growing to an end, he fell 
into an-- nnaccountable Melancholly, and 
would often burſt into Tears; fearful to be 
alone; and jonund fuch a Hell 'of Horrour in 
his Mind, thi! he wiſhed for Death : But being 
defired þy ſort Fries to pray,he told them 


bis Heart! was fo ha: drncd, hecould not ; and 


although hc. was prayed with, yet he minded 
it not, bat frighttuily cait his'Eyes about, as 
if ſome fearful Apparition ad been near ; 

and once iu the Agony of his Mind, atce npt- 
c& to haog nimſelt; and fo cont: nucd, eerung 
what be knew of ' this Matter, till the time 
as near as he could compute. was expired ; 

whea in the Night-time, there aroſe fuch q 
Storm of Wind, Ligihtiuing, rs" aid 
Rain, as frizhted ino!t People ; ant the Roo! 
of the Bouſe where he lay beiug, © 31t tu fun: 
der, his Body was rent 1n a teartul manyer 
and turbed plack, as if feoicked with Fire | 


and having lain ſoine timeto the Altoniihment 


of many Spectators, was privately latered 


And may this be a Waruing to wicked -kivers 
The 
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The Subſtance of a S:xmox, 
Very ſuitable upon the foregoing Occaſion, 


to warm vs to flee Temptation, and ſpeedi- 


ly turn unto the Lord. 


- 


Jemes 1, Ver, 13. 14, 15. 
Let no Man ſay nhen be is tempted, 1 am tempted 
- of Ged, for Ged cannot be tempted with Evil, 
neither tempteth he any Man : But every Mar 
is tempied when bc is dramn away of bis own 
Lufts, and inticed : Then when Lu$t hath con- 
ceived, it bringcth forth Sin; and Sin when it 
is finiſhed, bringeth forth Death, 


FF is undoubtedly ſor Man's Sins, that the power of 

Darkneſs is permitted ro go up and down like a 
roaring Lyon, ſecking whom he may Devour ; and 
that he prevails apainſt the Souls of rhe Sons of Men, 
otherways precious in the ſighr of their Maker : Ir 
is for Sin thac Gd gives us up ro ſkame and repreach 
to raſhneſs and dijpair of his Mercys ; for certain it 
is, God never leaves nor joriakes us, til our cficnd- 
ing the Divine. Majeſty of Heaven, makes him. rurn 
away his aimable Eyes, and jcayc cur Souls eclipled, 
under the power of an iniplacable Ercmy, who being 
and Immortal Spirit, 1co {ubti] for Mcortials ro cone 
tend with, unlrts {uporred Ly the D:vine Hand, we 
are unable. co 1cfift his 1' en prations,  v. hich be guilds 
\Fover hke bicrcr potions, thas we may, {wallow them 
the more ſccurely, and ftudics ro ſuir them to our In+- 


| AFclination: To the cholerick fiery Sipirir, he xcpre- 


ſenrs Reyepg and Bloud Ron bold and brave, >, 
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. This grand Deceiver has to intrap the Sou!s of Men, * 
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the Sangnine Carnal, Luſts, and I uxuty, as Gencrou s 
and Fovial, To the Flegmarick, Latmets and Sioath ; 
and ro rhe Melancho!ly, Envy and Diſpair. The 
moſt expetienced Angler has not half fo many bairs 
and, lighrs ro intrap the unthinking watery Fry, as | 


that are ſo proud of being Karicnal, We find thar |; 
he durſt, even in the Prefence of the Almighty, be fo } 
bold ro-demanded 'a Commiſſion to tewpr righteous 
9ob, and had, no doubr, prevailed agaifhit h:m, had ; 
not an Almighty Hand ſuſtain'd him ; as you may find 

ir more at large, . in the firit ang ſecond Chaprers of 

that Book : Nay, more tranſcendent than_ this, he | 
Eurſt ro tempt even the Lord his Gol, when he car- 

ried him up into 2n excec{ing high Mountain, and 

ſhewed him all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and the 

Glories thereof, promiling to give them, if our blel- 

ſed Saviour wouid fall down and worſhip him; and 

had a Lye immediately prepared, if thete had been a 

poſlbiliry-of is raking place : For that (continues he)] 
s delivered to me, and ro whoſoever I will I yive it ; 
Bur here he was Repulted, with a Ger thee bind me $4- 

tan, for it us written, Thou ſhalt 1% fi:ip the Lord thy| 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Luke 4, 5c. 

If St. Pau!, who was endued with the mott excel- 
tent Spirit of Wiſdom,was not proot againſt his Tenrp-! 
ration;: with ſtrong Prayer and Cries, when he ſent aj 
Meſſenger :o Buffet him, 4a Thorn in the Fleſh, as him-\ 
felfrerms ir; what can we that dare nor prerend to fo 
great a portion of immediate Inſpiration do to reſiſt 
him, iz whom (as the Plalmiſt ſay) # our help > Why 
truly, our help is in the Lord ; ris be alone that can 
deliver out of the Paws of the Spiritual Lion, and 
Bear. : He is come to us in great Wrath, becauſe he 
kas bur a ſhort time ; and is ſo implacable an Enemyan 
w the Sou!, that where his force is baffled, any 
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Jelufions, and ſubril urderminings, frequently take 


when he was compelled ro depart our of the poſſeſſed 
$ Y Perſon, thar his hand might not be out in doing Miſe 
1s & chief, bepged carreſtly ro center inro a fimple Hed 
n, RX of Swine, whom he as maliciouſly deſtroyed. _ 
7% et us then, robe ſafe from his Temprariors, ſo as 
ſo F they may nor bring us to ſhame inthis Warld, and 
us & cndleſs Miſery in the next, lay hold on him thar 1s 
2d F Mighty, and ableto ſave ro the urmolt, all choſe that - 
nd I by Faith and true Repentance draw near unto him : 
of © Ler us lay hold on the Rock of Apes, ard build a 
he B ſure Foundarion upon this Mercy and Goodneſs ; for 
1r-Y ':1; he alone can deliver us from Everlaſting Death,and 
nd F detear rhe crucl defigns of the )eftroyer of Souls. Had 
hneW this unadviſed Perion wade Ged his Refuge, he had 
cl-Y not been, as now we fſadiy tear he 1s, tuffering under 
nd & the Almighty Uengeance ; thouph it is not for us to. 
a} dare ſo much os potirively to limit the Mercies of God 
he)Y cvcn ro the worſt of Sinners, bur we muſt ſubmit 
it ;K them to his will and pleaſure, whoſe Mercies are over 
$4-Y all rhe works of his Creation : Sometimes we may 
thy} be rempred for our good, which is thetryal of wy 
Faith and Perſeverance ; for Bleſſed (fairh Sr, | 

cel-M - che Man that endureth Temptaticn, for when he 6 
vÞ-A Tryed he ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord 
nt af hath promiſed to them that love him, © Let no man ſay 
1m-Y. when hen tempted, I am tempted of God, for God cannot 
o ſo be tempted with Evil, neither tempreth he any Man, but 
cORY every Man « tempted, when he is drawn away of bis own 
Luſts, and inticed : then when Lu# hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth Sin ; and Sin, when it is fmiſhed, briny- 
eth forth Death, James 1. 12,13, 14, 15. 

Thus we ſee 'ris the _—_— of | Man's Nature 
and wicked Inclinations, that gives Satan the adyan- 
age over him, to ſnare and intrap his Soul, to rob 


him 


, .* 


place ; and (o far we find his malice to extend, that + | 
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' him of Glory, Blifs, and Immortality,” to which he 
was” born an Heir, and has a Title to be .Co:heir 
.  with/the Lord of Life. - Ler us-be fervent in Prayer © 

_ then,yleaſt we enter into Temmarion, as this deplo- * 
/- Table Wretch did : Ler us-pur on the Armour,of God 

| in Rigbreouſnels, the Shield ef Faith, anc the-Fel- 7 
mer of Salvatignz.thar ſo we may quench the fiery ; 
Darrs of our AP ; Ler ugbur reſt the Devil as 


we ought, arid we- have a warrant tharhe will fice 


from us : Let us pur away Wrath, Eniy, and Re- © 
renge, Love our Parents, 'and Revcrence our Supe- *? 
riours, be watchful over our Souls, and live-nct in 
Roving and Drunkennefi, Chamberivg, and Wantcn- 
neſs ; but puf.en the Lord Feſus ; and take no care for 
the Fieſh, to Fulfil the Luſis thereof : Which that we 
may all do, and ſo be happy, God of his infinite 


Mercy grant through the Merus an] Meditarion of 
our bleſſed Saviour and Kedcemer. Amen, Amen. 
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po A Prayer again Temptaticn. 


"In perpetual Safety under the' Shadow of thy Wings, what | 


ed fer 
#hem thar. lvoe and. fe p,  $0n | 


came #0 deſtiny. ebeM 


trans Kart: 


| G-+ in, whom alone is cur Sexength and Tru# ni gle | 
” ily defend us, we beſerch thee; from-eur Spirieucl | 
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